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THE NEW SCHOOL ACT, WITH EXPLANATIONS. 





AN ACT amendatory of the several acts rela-|ed thereby, may apply to the supervisor and 
ting te Common Schools. town clerk to be associated with the town super- 

. intendent ; and their action shall be final unless 

Passed April 17, 1343. duly appealed from ; the compensation of the 

The People of the State of New-York repre- , Supervisor and town clerk when thus associated, 
sented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as fol-| shall be the same as that of the town superin- 
dows: | tendent. 

Secrion 1. The offices of commissioners and| § 4. The board of supervisors of any county, 
inspectors of common schools are hereby abol- | in which there shall be more than one hundred 
ished. jand fifty school districts, may appoint two 

§ 2. There shall hereafter be annually elect- county superintendents, or one in their discre- 
ed in each of the towns of this state, at the | tion; and at all such appointments hereafter 
same time and in the same manner that other | made, the board shall divide the county into two 
town officer are chosen, an officer to be denomi- | convenient districts, designating the person ap- 
nated ‘“ Town Superintendeat of Common) pointed for each district respectively, when 
Schools,” who ia addition to the powers and | there shall be two appointed; but no share 
duties hereinafter conferred and imposed, shall | of the public money shall hereafter .be ap- 
perform all the duties, and be subject to all the | portioned to any county in which a county 
restrictions and liabilities now by law imposed | superintendent shall not have been appointed, 
upon commissioners and inspectors of common unless by order of the superiatendent of com- 
schools, except as otherwise herein provided. | mon schools. 

It shall be his duty, within ten days after his) § 5. Any county superintendent may be re- 
election, to execute to the supervisor of his town ; moved from office by the superiatendent of com- 
and file with the townclerk, a bond with one or, mon schools, Whenever in his judgment suffi- 
more suflicient sureties, to be approved of by | cient cause for such removal exists ; and the 
said supervisor by endorsement over his signa- | vacancy thereby occasioned shall be supplied by 
lure On said bond, in the penalty of double the appointment uader his hand and official seal,until 
amount of school money which his town re- | the next meeting of the board of supervisors of 
ceived from all sources during the year prece- | the county in which such vacancy exists. A 
ding that for which he shall have been elected, | copy of the order making such removal, speci- 
conditioned for the faithful application and legal | fying the causes thereof, shall be forwarded to 
disbursement of all the school money coming | the clerk of the board of supervisors, to be by 
into his hands. In case such bond shall not be | him laid before the board at their first meeting. 
executed and filed within the time herein spe-, § 6. The moiety of the compensation of the 
cified, the office of such town superintendent county superintendent of any county payable 
shall be deemed vacant, and such or other va- | by the state, shall not hereafter be paid, except 
cancy shall be filled in the same manner as va- | upon the production to the comptroller of the 
cancies in the office of commissioners of com- | certificate of the superintendent of common 
mon schools are now by law directed to be filled. | schools, that the county superintendent has con. 
Such town superintendent shall be entitled to aj formed to the instructions of the department 
compensation of one dollar and twenty-five | and also made the annual report required by 
cents for every day necessarily spent in the dis- | law. 

charge of the duties of his office, to be audited! § 7. Allappeals now authorized by law to be 
and allowed as other town charges. brought to the superintendent of common 

§ 3. Inthe erection or alteration of a school | schools, shall first be presented to the county 
district, the trustees of any district to be affect- | superintendent of the county, or section of 
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county in which the subject matter of such ap- 
peal shall have originated, in the same manner 
as now provided in relation to appeals to the 
superintendent of common schools, who is 
hereby authorized and required to examine and 
decide the same; and where the district in 
which the subject matter of such appeal shall 
have arisen, shall be a joint district, embracing 
portions of two counties or towns, such appeal 
shall be brought to the county superintendent of 
the county or section in which the school house 
of such district shall be located. The decision 
of such county superintendent shall be final and 
conclusive, unless appealed from to the super- 
intendent of common schools within fifteen days 
after the service of a copy of such decision up- 
on the parties respectively. And an appeal 
from the decision of the county superintendent 
to the superintendent of common schools may 
be made in fifteen days, as now provided by law 
in relationto appeals from districts, in such 
manner and under such regulations as shall be 
prescribed by the superintendent of common 
schools. 

§ 8. Certificates of qualification hereafter 
granted to applicants by county superintendents, 
shall either be general, in the form heretofore 
prescribed under the authority of law, in which 
ease they shall be valid throughout the district 
of the county superintendent granting the certi- 
ficate until annulled ; or special, in which case 
the town in which such applicant shall be au- 
thorized to teach shall be specified ; and such 
certificate shall be in force for a term not ex- 
ceeding one year. 

§ 9. The consent of the town superintendent 
shall not be requisite to the annulling of any 
certificate of qualification granted by any coun- 
ty superintendent. 

§ 10. The superintendent of common schools, 
on the recommendation of any county superin- 
tendent, or on such other evidence as may be 
satisfactory to him, may grant certificates of 
qualification under his hand and seal of office, 
which shall be evidence that the holder of such 
certificate is well qualified in respect to moral 
character, learning and ability, to teach any dis- 
trict school within this state ; which certificate 
shall be valid until duly revoked by the superin- 
tendent. 

§ 11. The board of supervisors of the sever- 
al counties, may audit and allow the accounts of 
the county superintendents of their respective 
counties, rendered under oath, for postage on 
their necessary official communications with the 
inhabitants and officers of the several districts 
within their jurisdiction. 

§ 12. The trustees of each of the several 
school districts next hereafter to be chosen, 
shall be divided by lot into three classes, to be 
numbered one, two and three ; the term of office 
of the first class shall be one year, of the se- 
cond, two, and of the third, three ; and one 
trustee only shall thereafter annually be elect- 
ed, who shall hold his office for three years, 
and until a successor shall be duly elected or 
appointed. In case-f a vacancy in the office of 
either of the trustees, during the period for 
which he or they shall have been respectively 
elected, the person or persons chosen or appoint- 
ed to fill such vacancy shall hold the office only 
for the unexpired term so becoming vacznt. 

§ 13. Whenever the trustees of any school 








district shall discover any error in a tax list or 
rate bill made out by them, prior to the expen- 
diture of the amount therein directed to be 
raised, they may refund any amount improper- 
ly collected on such tax list or rate bill, and 
amend and correct such tax list or rate bill, in 
conformity to law; and whenever more than 
one renewal of a warrant for the collection of 
any tax list or rate bill, may become necessary 
in any district, the trustees may make such fur- 
ther renewal, with the written approbation of 
the town superintendent of the town in which 
the school house of said district shall be loca- 
ted, to be endorsed upon such warrant. 

§ 14. The annual reports required by law of 
trustees of school districts, shall be made and 
transmitted to the town superintendents, be- 
tween the first and fifteenth days of January in 
each year, who shall file the same in the office 
of the town clerk. 

§ 15. In making the apportionment of public 
money, it shall be the duty of the town superin- 
tendent to designate the respective proportions 
of teachers’ and library money belonging to each 
district, and to pay over so much as is designa- 
ted teacher’s money, on the written order of a 
majority of the trustees of each district, to the 
teachers entitled to receive thesame. No por- 
tion of the teacher’s fund shall hereafter be ap- 
portioned or paid to any district or part ef a 
district, unless it shall appear from the last an- 
nual report of the trustees, thata school had 
been kept for the length of time now required 
by law by a duly qualified teacher, and that no 
other than a duly qualified teacher had at any 
time during the year for more than one month 
been employed to teach the school in said dis- 
trict ; and no portion of the library money shall 
be apportioned or paid to any district or part of 
a district, unless it shall appear from the last 
annual report of the trustees, that the library 
money received at the last preceding apportion- 
ment was duly expended according to law, onor 
before the dest day of October subsequent to 
such apportionment. 

§ 16. The moneys directed to be distributed 
to the several school districts of this state, by 
the fourth section of chapter two hundred and 
thirty-seven of the laws of eighteen hundred 
and thirty-eight, shall continue to be applied to 
the purchase of books for a district library until 
otherwise directed by law; but whenever the 
number of volumes in the district library of any 
district numbering over fifty children between 
the ages of five and sixteen years, shall exceed 
one hundred and twenty-five; or of any district 
numbering fifty children or less, between the 
said ages, shall exceed one hundred volumes, 
the inhabitants of the district qualified to vote 
therein, may, at a special meeting duly notified 
for that purpose, by a majority of votes, ap- 
propriate the whole, or any part of library mo- 
ney belonging to the district for the current 

ear, to the purchase of maps, globes, black- 
oards, or other scientific apparatus, for the use 
of the school. 

§ 17. The subscriptions authorized by section 
thirty-two of the laws of one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-one, may be renewed from 
year to year by the superintendent of common 
schools, subject to the restrictions and limita- 
tions in said section prescribed. 

§ 18. It shall be the duty of the supervisor 
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and justices of each of the towns in this state, 
on the first day of June next, by writing under 
their hands to be filed in the office of the town 
clerk, to designate one of the electors of each 
town as town superintendent of common schools 
under this act; and the personso designated 
shall perform all the duties, and be subject to 
all the liabilities imposed or conferred by this 
act on town superintendents, and shall hold 
his office until the next annual town meeting. 

§ 19. Sections five of chapter three hund- 
red and thirty of the laws of eighteen hundred 
and thirty-nine, and twelve, of chapter two 
hundred and sixty of the laws of eighteen 
hundred and forty-one, and all other such pro- 
visions of law as are repugnant to, or incon- 


sistent with, the provisions of this act, are 
hereby repealed ; but nothing in this act con- 
tained shall be so construed as to impair or af- 
| fect any of the local provisions respecting the 
| organization and management of schools in any 
\of the incorporated cities or villages or towns 
| of this state. 

| § 20. The officers heretofore chosen or ap- 
; pointed under the thirty-sixth section of chap- 
, ter two hundred and sixty of the laws of eigh- 
; teen hundred and forty-one, shall hereafter be 
i known and designated by the name of ‘‘County 
Superintendents of Common Schools.” 

§ 21. This act shall not take effect until the 

first day of June next. 


EXPOSITION, &c. 


The late act of the Legislature, amendatory of 
the several statutes relating to Common Schools, 
having in many important respects changed and 
modified the existing system, the Superintend- 
ent has deemed itincumbent upon him, although 
not specially required so to do, to give a brief 
exposition cf the law as it now stands, and to 
point out the principal duties of the several offi- 
cers charged with its administration. Heavails 
himself of the occasion to congratulate the peo- 
ple of the State generally, and especially these 
more directly interested in primary education, 
upon the unanimity with which the Legislature 
have given their sanction and that of their con- 
stituents, to the improved system of public in- 
struction, which, after patient and mature deli- 
beration, they have seen fit to adopt. In this 
country, no systems however perfect, no enact- 
ments however enlightened, and no authority 
however constitute, can attain to the full ac- 
complishinent of their object, however praise- 
Worthy and laudable, without the hearty and 
efficient co-operation of public sentiment. Aid- 
ed by this co-operation, the most important re- 
sults may be anticipated from the most simple 
organization. The repeated and solemn recog- 
nition hy the representatives of the people, of 
the interests of popular education and public in- 
struction, the nearly unan’mous adoption of a 
system, commended to the public favor as well 
by practical experience, as by the concurring 
testimony of the most enlightened minds of our 
own and other countries; and the simplification 
of much of the complicated machinery which 
served only to encumber and impede the opera- 
tion of that system; these indications afford the 
most conclusive evidence not only of the impor- 
tance which the great mass of our fellow-citizens 
attach to the promotion of sound intellectual and 
moral instruction, but of their determination to 
place our Common Scuoors, where this instruc- 
tion is chiefly dispensed to the children of the 
State, upon a footing which shall enable them 
most effectually to accomplish the great objects 
of their institution. 

It is upon the extent and permanency of this 
feeling, that the Department relies; and this 
spirit to which it appeals, in Jooking forward to 
the just appreciation and judicious improvement 
of those means of moral and mental enlighten- 
ment which the beneficent policy of the State has 
placed at the dispos | of the inhabitants of the 
several districts. The renovation of our Com- 
mon Schools, distributed ae they are, over every 


\ 


section of our entire territory, their elevation 
and expansion to meet the constantly increasing 
requirements of science and mental progress, 
and their capability of laying broad and deep the 
foundations of character and usefulness, must 
depend upon the intelligent and fostering cul- 
ture which they shall receive at the hands of 
those to whose immediate charge they are com- 
mitted. Thereis no institution within the range 
of civilization, upon which so much, for good or 
for evil, depends—upon which hang so many 
and such important issues to the future well be- 
ing of individuals and communities, as the com- 
mon District School. It is through that alembiec 
that the lessons of the nursery and the family 
fire-side, the earliest instructions in pure mo- 
rality, and the precepts and examples of the so- 
cial circle are distilled; ani from it, those les- 
sons are destined to assume that tinge and hue 
which are permanently to be incorporated into 
the character and the life. Is it too much then 
to ask or to expect of parents, that laying aside 
al minor considerations, abandoning all contro- 
versies and dissensions among themselves in re- 
ference to local, partizan and purely selfish ob- 
jects, or postponing them at least, until the inte. 
rests of their children are placed beyond the in- 
fluence of these irritating topics, they will con- 
secrate their undivided energies to the advance- 
ment and improvement of these beneficent insti- 
tutions? 

The sum of $275,000 is annually appropriated 
from the Common Schoo) Fund, and paid over 
on the first day of February in each year to the 
Treasurers of the several counties, in proportion 
to the population of each as ascertained at the 
last preceding census. The apportionment ef 
this fand among the several counties, towns and 
wards of the State, is made by the Superintend- 
ent in the year next succeeding each enu- 
meration of inhabi'ants, State or national, and 
whenever any increase or diminution of the 
fund takes place. A sum equal to that so appor- 
tioned to each town and county, is required by 
law, annually to be raised by the Board of Su- 
pervisors of such county, on the taxable pro- 
perty of the inhabitants of the respective towns 
and wards; and whenever the inhabitants of any 
town shall at their annual town meeting, by 
vote direct an additional amount, not exceeding 
the amount apportioned to such town by the 
State Superintendent, t» be raised, such addition- 
is amount is to be assessed on the town by the 

Supervisors. In addition te these funds, many 
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towns possess a local fund, principally arising | 
from the avails of Gospel and School lots, | 
originally reserved in the sale of the State lands. | 


The teachers’ money is to be paid over ‘‘ on the 
written order of a majority of the Trustees of 
each district, to the teachers entitled to receive 


Fifty-five thousand dollars of thé State appro-| the same.” It will therefore be incumbent on 
priation, and a corresponding amountraised up- | the Town Superintendent to satisfy himsel!’, 


on the several counties. by tax, (or one-fifth of | 
the aggregate, exclusive of the additional amount | 
raised by vote of the inhabitants at town meet- | 


both of the genuineness of the order, and that 
the person presenting it has the certificate of the 
Trustees that he is or was a teacher of the dis- 


ings, and local funds) are exclusively appropria- | trict, and duly qualified according to law. In 


ted by law, in the first instance, and permanently 
with the exception hereafter to be noted, to the 
purchase of suitable books for a District Libra- 
ry. The residue is exclusively appropriated to 
the payment of the wages of duly qualified 
teachers. The share apportioned to and raised 
upon each town, is required to be paid over im- 
mediately upon its receipt, to the Town Super- 
INTENDENT. This officer is to be appointed for 
the present year, on the first day of June next, 
by the Supervisor and Justices of the Peace of 
the respective towns, and thereafter to be annu- 
ally elected at town meetings; and is required 
within ten days after such election or appoint- 
ment, to execute to the Supervisor and file with 
the Town Clerk of his town, a bond with one 
or more sufficient sureties, to be approved of by 
said Supervisor by his endorsement thereon, in 
the penalty of double the amount of the school 
money received in his town from all sources, 
during the preceding year, conditioned for the 
faithful application and legal disbursement of all 
the school money coming into his hand. A form 
for this bond is hereto appended. 

1. The first duty of the Town Superintendent 
relates to the apportionment of school money 
among the several districts and parts of districts, 
the reports from which shall have been duly 
made in accordance with law. This apportion- 
ment is by law required to be made on the first 
Tuesday of April, or in case of the receipt of the 
school money, and “‘ all the reports from the se. 
veral schoel districts” before that time, within 
ten days thereafter. The annual reports of 
Trustees are now required to be made and trans- 
mitted to the Town Superintendent, between the 
first and fifteenth of January in each year; and 
the public money from all sources is payable im- 
mediately after its receipt on the first of Febru. 
ary. The probability therefore is, that hereaf- 
ter the annual apportionment of school moneys, 
will take place as early as the first of March in 
each year. If the reports of the respective 
Trustees are made within the time prescribed 
by law, ample opportunity will be afforded to 
the Town Superintendent to point out all errors 
and deficiencies in them, and to enable the Trus- 
tees either to make the necessary corrections or 
to apply to the Department for relief, before the 
apportionment is finally made. In making the 
apportionment, the Town Superintendent is first 
to assign to each district, from which the neces- 
sary report has been received, or which is enti- 
tled to share in the apportionment, its propor- 
tion of the public money received from all sour- 
ces, according to the number of children be- 
tween the ages of five and sixteen, ¢vsignating 
the respective proportions of teachers and library 
money belonging to each district. This designa- 
tion will be most readily made by deducting 
from the aggregate sum to be distributed one- 
Sifth of double the amount apportioned by the 
State, and received from the County Treasurer, 
and making the apportionment accordingly. 





order to entitle a district to its share of teachers’ 
money, it must appear from its annual report, 
“that a school had been kept therein for at 
least four months during the year, ending at the 
date of such report by a qualified teacher,” a/- 
ter obtaining a certificate of competency from 
the proper authority; that all the teachers’ mo- 
ney received during the year has been expended 
in the payment of such teacher; ‘‘ that no other 
than a duly qualified teacher had at any time du- 
ring the year for more than one month been em- 
ployed to teach the school in said district;” and 
such report must, in all other respects, be in ac- 
cordance with law, and the requisitions and in- 
structions of the Superintendent, made in pursu- 
ance of law. In other words, it must be in the 
form prescribed by the Superintendent, and must 
contain all the information required by law and 
by the Department to be given. With the am- 
ple opportunities afforded for correction and for 
the interposition of the Department when requi- 
site, prior to the apportionment, it will hereaf- 
ter be expected that the apportionment of teach- 
ers’ money will be made with reference exclu- 
sively to the reports and orders of the Depart- 
ment, then before the Town Superintendent; 
and no application subsequently made for the 
interposition of the Department will be regard- 
e', unless the most satisfactory explanation of 
the delay is given. 

The Library money is to be paid over to, or on 
the order of, a majority of the Trustees, on its ap- 
pearing from the annual report that ‘‘ the libra- 
ry money received at the last preceding appor- 
tionment was duly expended according to law, 
(in the purchase of books suitable fora District 
Library, or in the purchase of maps, globes, 
black boards or other scientific apparatus for the 
use of the schools, in the cases and in the mode 
prescribed by the late law, and which will be 
hereafter considered) on or before the first day 
of October subsequent t> such apportionment.” 

he report must uniformly be accompanied with 
a catalogue of the Library; and must state ac- 
curately the number of volumes and their con- 
dition; and when the money has been expended 
in the purchase of apparatus, &c. the authority 
under. which such expenditure has been made, 
and a full and particular inventory of the arti- 
cles purchased, must be specifically reported. 

2. The next duty of the Town Superintend- 
ent in the order of time, is the examination and 
licensing of teachers, and the visitation and in- 
spection of the schools. This is a most impor- 
ant and responsible task; and upon its proper 
fulfilment, depends in a very essential degree, 
the elevation and improvement of the District 
Schools. If none but properly qualified teach- 
ers are permitted to find their way to our 
schools; if the certificate of the examining offi- 
cer, and the sanction.of his authority, are given 
only to those who are intellectually and morally 
fitted adequately to discharge the high duties of 
instructors of youth, ‘‘ apt to teach,” competent 
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to communicate instruction in the mode best 
adapted to develope the various faculties of the 
expanding mind, patterns alike of moral and so- 
cial excellence; these elementary institutions 
will speedily become the fitting temples of sci- 
ence, the nurseries of virtue, and the pride and 
boast of the State. Hitherto this duty has been 
deplorably neglected; and the disastrous conse- 
quences are every where visible in the degrada- | 
tion of the District School, the substitution of| 
private an select schools of every grade, the | 
low estimation in which the profession of the, 
teacher is held, and the miserable pittance—too | 
often most costly in its utmost scantiness—which | 
is relunctantly doled out to the needy and destitute | 
adventurer. A thorough reform in this respect, | 
is imperatively demanded as well by public sen. | 
timent, as by a just regard to the paramount in- 
terests of education; and no considerations of 
temporary convenience to a particular district, 
of favor to individuals, or of regard to the pre- 
judices or preferences of inhabitants or trustees, ) 
will, itis hoped, hereafter be permitted in any 
case to sway the action of the certifying officer, 
or incline him, either to the right or the left, 
from the plain path of duty and obligation. A 
certificate, should in no case, and under no cir- 
cumstances, be granted unless the candidate is 
found upon a careful examination, well qualifi- | 
ed to instruct in all the ordinary branches usual- 

ly taught in Common Schools—thoroughly ver- | 
sed in the principles of elementary science—ca- | 
pable of readily applying them to any given 

case, and able to communicate with facility, the | 
results of his knowledge; and unless in addition ' 
to this, his character and demeanor are irre- 

proachable, his habits exemplary, and his moral | 
principles undoubted. In order as well to be as- | 
sured that the impressions resulting from the ex- | 
amination were well founded ,as to make himself | 
acquainted with the condition and prospects of | 
the schools, the Town Superintendent should fre. | 
. guently and periodically visit and inspect the | 
schools; and whenever practicable. should be ac- 

companied by the County Superintendent, by! 
the Trustees of the districts and such of the inha- | 
bitants as may be prevailed upon to attend. It 

would be attended with the happiest effects up. | 
on the prosperity and advancement of the schools | 
if the Town Superintendent would annually 

make to the County Superintendent, a detailed 

report of the character and condition of the se- 

veral schools within his town, and of the influ- | 
ences, prosperous or adverse, by which their ad- | 
ministration during the current year had been, 
distinguished. . | 

The certificates of qualification granted by | 
Town Superintendents are to remain in foice for | 
one year only; are available only within the 
town for which they were granted; may be an- | 
nulled at any time by the officer granting them, | 
or his successor, giving ten days notice in wri- 
ting, of intention to annul the same to the teach- 
er and trustees, or by the County Superintend- 
ent, with the consent of the Town Superintend- 
ent, without such notice, and is to be in the 
form heretofore prescribed by the Department, 
substituting the words ‘‘ Town Superintendent” 
for ‘‘ Inspectors.” 

3. Another function of considerable impor- | 
tance, devolved upon Town Superintendents by 
the existing law, is the formation and alteration 
of school districts. Whenever, however, the 











Trustees of any district to be affected by such 
formation or alteration, shall desire, the Super- 
visor and Town Clerk may be associated with 
him in the discharge of this duty; and in joint 
districts, joint boards must of course be formed 
in either event. The general principles which 
should govern in the formation and alteration of 
school districts, have repeatedly been laid down 
by the present Superintendent and his predeces- 
sors, and will be found in the volume of Com- 
mon School Decisions, the instructions to Com- 
missioners in the *‘ Laws, &c. relating to Com- 
mon Schools,” distributed in 1841, and the Dis- 
trict School Journal from its commencement to 
the. present period, all of which will be trans- 
mitte | upon application to the respective Town 
Superintendents, where they cannot be obtained 
from the Commissioners, to whom they have 
been already forwarded, or from the County 
Superintendent. The great aim should be to 
form, as far as may be practicable, permanent 
and efficient districts, competent both in respect 
to taxable property and number of children, to 
sustain good schools, for from eight to ten 
months of each year, and affording all requisite 
facilities for the regular attendance of all the 
children entitled to participate in the benefits of 
the school. Whenever alterations may become 
necessary or expedient, the utmost care should 
be taken to secure the general co-operation of 
the inhabitants interested, and to avoid all those 
sources of contention and discord which are so 
fatal to the prosperity, harmony and efficiency 
of the district. Itis better to submit to many 
temporary and local inconveniences, than to ha- 
zard the disastrous results which almost uni- 
formly follow any general dissatisfaction with 
contemplated alterations, even though such al- 
terations may upon the whole be judicious and 
advantageous. ‘‘ The good sense of a district 
may le reliel upon, to perceive ultimately its 
true interest, and the loss of time in attaining 
the desire enl is unimportant when compared 
with the consequences of defeating the wishes 
of a decided majority,” or even of a respectable 
minority ‘‘ of a district.” The mode of pro- 
ceeding, and the forms of the necessary orders 
in the formation and alteration of districts, the 
appraisal of district property, &c. will be found 
in the ‘* Laws relating to Common Schools,” 
and the instructions of the Superintendent under 
the head of ‘‘ Commissioners;” and may easily 
be varied to meet the exigency of each case, un- 
der the existing law. 

4. The Town Superintendents are also to 
prosecute for and collect the various penalties 
imposed by law, for violation or neglect of duty 
on the part of the several officers of school dis- 
tricts, where no other provision is made there- 
for. Their duties under this head, will be found 
summed up at page 116 of the volume last refer- 
red to. 

5. Whenever any second or subsequent renew- 
al of a School District warrant may for any rea- 
son become necessary or advisable. the consent 
of the Town Superintendent to such renewal, to 
be endorsed on such warrant, is required by the 
late law. This enactment restores the law as 
it formerly stood in relation to the power of 
Trustees of districts to renew a warrant once; 


| and inasmuch as the prompt collection of taxes 


and rate bills is in many important respects de- 
sirable; and as such eollection may always be 
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secured by requiring a bond of the collector—a 
practice which is too often neglected—the Town 
Superintendent should require a valid and satis- 
factory reason for any renewal after the first. 
before consenting to it. 

6. The annual report of the Town Superin- 
tendent will be made at the same time, trans- 
mitted to the same officer, contain the same in- 
formation, and be in the same form, with the 
requisite verbal modifications as now prescribed 
by law and the instructions contained in the di- 
rections to Commissioners in the volume of 
laws relating to Common Schools. The neces- 
sary forms may be procured from the Commis- 
sioners or County Superintendent, or from this 
Department, on application through the latter. 

7. At the expiration of his official term, the 
Town Superintendent is required to render an 
accurate account to his successor, of all his re- 
ceipts and disbursements; to pay over any bal- 
ances remaining in his hands, and to deliver up 
all books, papers and records appertaining to 
his office. 

Having thus recapitulated the principal du- 
ties devolved by the existing laws upon the Town 
Superintendent, it remains only to add that the 
obvious intention of the Legislature in substitu- 
ting this officer in the place of the three Com- 
missioners and two Inspectors, previously 
charged with the performance of these duties 
was to place the general supervision of the 
School districts of each town under his imme- 
diate charge; to hold him strictly responsible as 
well for the faithful administration of their fi- 
nancial affairs, as for the character, efticiency 
and progress of their schools; to invest him with 
all the necessary powers and authority for the 
satisfactory accomplishment of the duties thus 
devolved upon him; and through his agency to 
give an additional and effective impulse to that 
system of Common School education, to which 
their sanction had been so decisively given. 
Acting in conjunction with the Trustees and in- 


habitants of the several districts on the one hand, : 


and the County and State Superintendent on the 
other, the Town Superintendent has it in his 
power to exercise a most important and saluta- 
ry influence upon the great interests of public 


instruction. It is earnestly to be hoped that the | and E. F. as sureties to the within bond.” J. 


appointing power for the present year, and the 
electors of the several towns, in each succeed- 
ing year, will properly appreciate the high func- 
tions cast upon this officer; that they will avail 
themselves, irrespective of all personal or par- | 
tizan considerations, of the highest attainable 
mental and moral qualifications in their selec- 
tion of the individual to be charged with these 





responsible duties; and that the subject of their 
choice will devote himself assiduously and faith. | 
fully to the discharge of the obligations which | 
he assumes—keeping always in view that the! 
consequences of his actions are to extend far in- ' 
to futurity, to leave their durable impress upon | 
the fortunes and character, temporal and eter. | 
nal, of future generations—to aid in the perpet.- | 
uation of our glorious institutions, in the ad- 
vancement of civilization and christianity, and 
in the general diffusion and indefinite expansion 
of knowledge and virtue. 





— FORMS poe mae 
‘orm of ¢ ion ‘own Superintendent by 
the Oagaralaee and Justices oft the Peace, (or! 





a majority of their number) for the present 
year, on the first day of June next. 


We the undersigned, Supervisor and Justices 
of the Peace of the town of in pursuance 
of section eighteen of the act entitled ‘‘ An act 
amendatory of the several statutes relating to 
Common Schools,” do hereby designate avd ap- 
point A. B. one of the electors of said town, to 
perform the duties of Town Superintendent of 
Common Schools, under and by virtue of the 





second section of said act, until the next an- 


nual town meeting in said town. Dated this 
first dav of June, 1843. 
C. D. Supervisor. 
- F- 0 Justices of the 
G. H. P * 
L. M. eace. 





Form of Bond to be given by the Town Superin- 
tendent to the Supervisor, within ten days after 
his election or appointment. 

Know all men by these presents, that we A. 
B., C. D. and E. F., of the town of in the 
county of are held and firmly bound to J. 
K. Esq. Supervisor of said town, in the penal 
sum of [double the amonnt of school money re- 
ceived in said town from all sources during the 
preceding year,] to be paid to the said J. K. or 
his successor in office; to the which payment, 
well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves 
and our legal representatives, jointly and seve- 
rally firmly by these presents. Witness our 
hands and seals this day of June, 1843. 

Whereas the said A. B. has been duly elected 
{or appointed] Town Superintendent of Com- 
mon Schools for the said town of Now 
therefore, the condition of this obligation is 
such, that if the said A. B. shall faithfully ap- 
ply and legally disburse, all the school money 
which may come into his hands during his term 
of office as such Town Superintendent, then this 
obligation to be null and void; otherwise to re- 
main in full force and virtue. 














Signed, sealed and deli- A. B. [x. 8.] 
vered in presence of C. D. [x. s.} 
E. F. [z. s.] 

(Endorsement.) ‘‘I hereby approveof C.D. 
K. 





TRUSTEES OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 


_The Trustees of each of the several school 
districts next hereafter to be chosen, are requi- 


| red to be divided by lot into three classes; the 


term of office of the first class to be one year; 
of the second, two, and of the third, three; and 
one Trustee only is to be annually chosen there- 
after, who is to hold his office for three years. 
In case of a vacancy occurring at any time du- 
ring the term for which any Trustee shall have 
been elected, such vacancy is to be filled only 
for the unexpired term for which such Trustee 
was originally elected. 

This extension of the official term of Trustees 
to three years, combined with the annual choice 
of one of their number, is regarded as a very 
important improvement of the system, securing 
as it does, uniformity, stability and harmony in 
the councils of the district, and preventing that 
ignorance of its previous arrangements and af- 
fairs, which has so frequently been found not 
Oaly to paralyze the exertions of new Trustees, 
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but to involve them in pecuniary embarrass- 
ment and subject them to personal liability. 
On the accession of a new Trustee, under the 
present arrangement, he will find two experi- 
enced colleagues already in office, conversant 
with all the affairs of the district, and able and 
willing to aid and co-operate with him in the 
discharge of his duties. All the deliberations 
and actions of the Board under this arrange- 
ment, will partake of a greater uniformity, and 
become more systematic. Teachers will be 
likely to be retained for a longer period; con- 
tracts will be likely to be more promptly fulfill. 
ed and taxes and rate bills to be more accurate- 
ly made out and more speedily collected; and 
order and harmony will gradually succeed to the 
chaotic confusion and irregularity which now 
too generally characterize the records, the coun- 
cils and the proceedings of Trustees ignorant 
and careless of their duty, and anxious only to | 
transfer the inextricable embarrassments of | 
their district, unexplained and inexplicable, to 
their successors. | 

One important operation of the provision in | 
question, will be to prevent the district from | 
changing the time of its annual meeting, there- 
by avoiding those frequent misunderstandings 
as to the period when officers of the district are 
to be chosen, from which so many profitless and 
vexatious controversies have arisen. 

The respective terms of office of the Trustees 
first hereafter to be chosen, are to be designa- 
ted by lot. For this purpose, three paper tick- 
ets may be prepared and numbered 1, 2 and 3. | 
The Trustees will then respectively draw, and | 
the result of the drawing will be entered upon | 
the records of the district. At this mecting a} 
faithful and strict account of all the affairs of | 
the district, and particularly of its pecuniary 
engagements and liabilities, should be required | 
of the out going Trustees and other officers, ac- 
cording to the requisition on page 153 of the in- 
” structions of the late Superintendent. Immedi- 
ately, or as soon as may be practicable after 
their election, the new Trustees should meet to- 
gether, and make all necessary and suitable ar- 
rangements for the future and permanent admi- 
nistration of the district; the employment and 
compensation of teachers, both for the summer 
and winter school; the necessary repairs of the 
schoo! house, for which the district should be | 
requested to provide the requisite funds; the ap. | 
plication of the teacher’s money to the respect- | 
ive terms; the suitable expenditure of the Li- ! 
brary money; the condition of the Library and ! 
other property of the district; the provision of | 
fuel for the winter, and all such other matters as 
may be found expedient and advisable. They | 
should also see that the district is regularly fur- 
nished with the District School Journal, and 
that it has all the necessary laws, decisions, 
forms, blanks, account books, &c. &c. to enable 
them intelligently and systematically to dis- 
charge all their duties. 

The Trustees of each school district are con- 
stituted by law, the Trustees of the Library. 
They are responsible for its preservation and 
care; and the Librarian is subject to their direc- 
tion, and may at any time be removed by them 
from office for wilful disobedience of such di- 











rections, or for any wilful neglect of duty, or 
even when they have reason to apprehend the 


loss of any books, or their injw'y or destruction | trict may require, can thea be from time to time 


by his misconduct. In case of such removal, or 
of a vacancy occurring from any cause, they are 
to supply such vacancy by appointment, until 
the next annual meeting of the district. They 
are personally liable to their successors for any 
neglect or omission in relation to the care and 
superintendence of the Library, by which any 
books therein are lost or injured, to the full 
amount of such loss or injury, and their action 
in reference to its management, may be at any 
time controlled by this Department on appeal. 
Their duties, with reference to the District Li- 
brary, are specifically pointed out in the regula. 
tions of the Department, made in pursuance of 
law, and still in force; and they should endea. 
vor strictly and punctually toconform to the spi- 
rit of these regulations. 

The application of the Library money to the 
purchase of suitable books, has been directed by 
the Legislature to be continued subject to this 
single modification, viz: that ‘‘ whenever the 
number of volumes in the district Library of any 


| district numbering over fifty children between 


the ages of five and sixteen years, shall exceed 
one hundred and twenty-five; or of any district 
numbering fifty children or less. be'ween the 
said ages shall exceed one hundred volumes, the 
inhabitants of the district qualified to vote there- 
in, may, at a special meeting, duly notified for 
that purpose, by a majority of votes, appropri- 
ate the whole or any part of Library money be- 
longing to the district for the current year, to 
the purchase of maps, globes, black-boards, or 
other scientific apparatus, for the use of the 
school.” 

The object of this enactment is two-fold. It 
is designed in the first instance to secure to every 
district, at least one hundred volumes of suita- 
ble books for a district Library; and to districts 
numbering over fifty children, one hundred and 


| twenty-five; and in the second, to authorize the 
inhabitants of any district so supplied, when du- 


ly convened for that special purpose, to appro- 
priate so much of the Library Fund for the cur- 
rent year, as they may think proper, to the pur- 
chase of maps, globes, black-boards or scien- 
tific apparatus, forthe use of the school. Inthe 
absence of any such appropriation, or whenever 
any balance remains unappropriated, the Libra. 
ry money or such unappropriated balance, must 
be applied to the purchase of books; and in any 
event, the money must be expended for the one 
or the other of these purposes, on or before the 
first day of October in each year. Itis respect- 
fully recommended to the inhabitants of those 
districts which are already supplied with the re- 
quisite number of books, and of others, whenev- 
er they shall reach the specified number, to avail 
themselves of the power thus conferred upon 


| them, to supply their school with those useful 
‘articles of scientific apparatus which so materi- 
ally conduce to the improvement of the pupils. 


Independently of this appropriation, no district 
should dispense witha black-board; and if suita- 
ble maps, globes and a few of the more simple 
means of illustrating the elementary truths of 
science, can be superadded, the Library money 
for two or three years cannot perhaps be more 
advantageously appropriated. In the mean 
time, the books on hand can be generally read; 


}and such additions to the Library as the grow. 


ing wants and increased intelligence of the dis- 
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| 
procured. The advice of the Town and County | 
Superintendent may at all times be had as to, 
the most proper and judicious appropriation of | 
the fund for the purposes provided for by the | 
section under consideration. 

The selection of books for the District Libra- 
ry, is devolved by law exclusively upon the 
Trustees; and when the importance of this most 
beneficent and enlightened provision for the in- 
tellectual and moral improvement of the inhabi- 
tants of the several districts, of both sexes and all 
conditions, is duly estimated, the trust here con- 
fided is one of no ordinary responsibility. In} 
reference to the action of this Department with | 
regard to such selections, but two prominent | 
sources of embarrassment have been experien- 
ced. The one has arisen from the necessity of 
excluding from the Libraries all works having’ 
directly or remotely, a sectarian tendency, and 
the other, from that of recommending the exclu- 
sion of novels, romances and other fictitious cre- 
ations of the imagination, including a large pro- 
portion of the lighter literature of the day. The | 
propriety of a peremptory and uncompromising | 
exclusion of those catch-penny, but revolting 
publications which cultivate the taste for the 
marvellous, the tragic, the horrible, and the su- 
pernatural—the lives and exploits of pirates, 
banditti and desperadoes of every description— 
is too obvious to every reflecting mind, to re- 
quire the slightest argument. Unless parents 
desire that their children should pursue the 
shortest and surest road to ignominy, shame and 
destruction—should become the ready and apt 
imitators on a circumscribed scale, of the perni- 
cious models which they are permitted and en- 
couraged to study—they will frown indignantly 
on every attempt to place before their immature 
minds, works, whose invariable and only ten- | 
dency is disastrous, both to the intellect and the | 
heart. { 

The exclusion of works imbued to any per- ! 
ceptible extent with sectarianism, rests upon 
the great conservative principles which are at 
the foundation of our free institutions. Its pro- 
priety is readily conceded when applied to pub- 
lications, setting forth, defending or illustrating 
the peculiar tenets which distinguish any one of | 
the numerous religious denominations of the 
day from the others. Onthis ground no controver- 
sy exists as tothe lineof duty. But it has been 
strongly urged that those ‘‘ standard” theologi- 
cal publications which, avoiding al] controverted 
ground, contain general expositions of Chris- 
tianity—which assume only those doctrines and 
principles upon which all ‘‘ evangelical” deno- 
minations of Christians are agreed, are not ob- 
noxious to any reasonable censure, and ought 
not, upon any just principles, to be excluded 
from the School District Library. There are 
two answers to this argument, either of which 
in the judgment of the Superintendent, is con- 
clusive. The one is, that the works in question, 
however exalted may be their merit, and how- 
ever free from just censure, on the ground of 
sectarianism, are strictly theological, doctrinal 
or metaphysical; and therefore no more entitled 
to a place in the District Library than works de- 
voted to the professional elucidation of law, 
medicine, or any of the other learned profes. 
sions. Theirappropriate place isin the family, 
church or Sunday School Library. The other 
answer is, that in every portion of our country 
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are to be found conscientious dissenters to the 
most approved theological tenets of these com- 
mentators on Christianity: individuals who 
claim the right, either of rejecting Christi- 
anity altogether, (as the Jews,) or of so inter- 
preting its fundamental doctrines, as to place 
them beyond the utmost verge of ‘‘ evangelical’ 
liberality: and this too, without, in any degree, 
subjecting themselves to any well-founded impu- 
tations upon their moral character as citizens 
and asmen. The State, in the dispensation of 
its bounty, has no right to trample upon the ho- 
nest convictions and settled belief of this or of 
any other class of its citizens against whose 
demeanor, in the various relations of society, no 
accusation can be brought: nor can it rightfully 
sanction the application of any portion of those 
funds to which they, in common with others, 
have contributed, to the enforcement of theolo- 
gical tenets to which they cannot conscientious- 
ly subscribe. Any work therefore, which, de- 
parting from the inculcation of those great, en- 
during and cardinal elements of religion and 
moraiity which are impressed upon humanity 
as a part of its birth-right—acknowledged by 
all upon whom its stamp is affixed, however de- 
parted from in practice, and incorporated into the 
very essence of Christianity as its pre-eminent 
and distinctive principle,—shall descend to a 
controversy respecting the subordinate or col- 
lateral details of theology, however ably sus- 
tained and numerously sanctioned, has no legiti- 
mate claim to a place in the School District Li- 
brary: nor can its admission be countenanced 
consistently with sound policy or enlightened 
reason. 

With reference to the admission of novels, 
romances and other works of the imagination, 
usually comprehended under the term “light 
reading,” the views of the department cannot 
be better illustrated than by the following ex- 
tracts from a recent report of the majority of a 
committee appointed by the Board of Commis- 
sioners of Common Schools of the city of Utica, 
to examine the books in the School District Li- 
brary of the city, and to report, among other 
things, as to the character and tendency of any 
objectionable works they might discover therein: 

‘** The importance of applying the funds pro- 
vided by the State, with rigid regard to their ap- 
propriate object, is so weighty—and the temp- 
tations to misapply them, in consequence of a 
present prevailing fondness for light and equivo- 
cal literature, are so strong, that your commit- 
tee deem it proper to enter somewhat into an 
examination of the principles which should 
gove:n those to whom is entrusted the responsi- 
ble duty of making selections for School District 
Libraries. 

‘* A library for instruction isa very different 
thing from a library for amusement. The cir- 
culating library of a place of public resort for 
invalids or persons in pursuit of ease and plea- 
sure, is essentially of a trifling character: the 
library of a college or eminent public institution 
is composed of graver and more elevated pro- 
ductions. While the book shelves‘of a light 
young man are filled with frivolous and amusing 
works, those of a student display the treasures 
of standard literature. ‘School District Libra- 
ries should not fall below the dignity of useful- 
ness: in proportion as they do, they fail of ful- 
filling the true design of their institution. 
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“A consideration of the object of instituting 
these libraries will enable us to judge pretty 
correctly of the general character of the books | 
which should compose them. It is obviously | 
the information and improvement of the body = 





the people who can read, without reference to 
parties, sects, classes, callings, or professions. | 
‘The primary object of their institution,’ says | 
the Superintendent who recommended it, ‘ was | 
to disseminate works suited to the intellectual | 
improvement of the great body of the people, | 
rather than to throw into School Districts for 
the use of young persons, works of a inerely 
juvenile character.’ It was, in the language of 
a succeeding Superintendent, ‘to diffuse intor- 
imation—not only, or even chiefly, among chil- 
dren or minors—but among adults and those 
who have finished their Common School educa- 
tion.’ It was, in short, to provide a supplemen- 
tal source of instruction to those on whom the 
Common School has exhausted its more limited 
means. 

‘Improvement and information, then, form 
the main object of these libraries. It is only 
thus that they become the proper subjects of 
public munificence. Jcntertainment, simply as 
entertainment, is not to be regarded in making 
selections for the School District Library. Itis 
no part of our public policy to provide amuse- 
ments forthe peopl:. Inthis particular we have 
improved not only on antiquity, but on many 
modern governments, by substituting, in the 
place of vain and wasteful public shows and fri- 
volities, those more substantial and elevating 
subjects of public bounty, which consist in per- 
manent and wise institutions, designed to fit our 
citizens for the proper discharge of their duties 
as members of a great community, whose dura- 
tion and prosperity depend upon the knowledge 
and virtue of the people. 

‘* We first teach the children of the republic 
to read, and to appreciate instruction. We lead 
them to thirst for information, and then seek to 
open the fountains which may satisfy that thirst. 
The Common School is the first step in their ad- 
vancement—the School District Library is par- 
tially designed to be the second. It supplies in- 















































The convenience and accommodation of many, 
if not of most of the inhabitants of the several 
districts, would be essentially promoted by pla- 
cing the charge of the library, temporarily, with 
the teacher, during the terin of his or her em- 
ployment, and depositing itin some convenient 
and safe place in the School house, This ar- 
rangement can only be carried into effect, by the 
concurrence of the Trustees and Librarian, and 
under their supervision. Generally, the teacher 
not being an inhabitant of the district cannot be 
chosen Librarian. But where the Trustees and 
Librarian have sufficient confidence in the teach- 
er and in the safety of the books, when left at 
the school house, they will find this arrangement 
in many respects condiucive.to the convenience 
of the district. 

Trustees will bear in mind that their annual 
reports are hereafter to be made and transmit- 
ted to the Town Superintendent, betwecn the first 
and fifteenth days of January: and that in addi- 
tion to the matters now required by law to en- 
title them to their distributive share of teach- 
ers’ money, they are toreport that no schoo! has 
been taught for more than one mouth in their 
district during the past year by any other than 
a duly qualified teacher. This portion of the 
report can easily be interlined in the appropri- 
ate place in the printed form. ‘This reservation 
of one month is merely nominal: as it is scarce- 
ly to be supposed that a teaeher net duly quali- 
fied, will be employed in any district for that 
length of time. It was designed to meet those 
cases Where, notwithstanding the utmost dili- 
gence on the part of Trustees, an examination 
of the teacher employed by them, cannot be 
immediately procured; or where for any reason, 
it has been found necessary or expedient for the 
teacher to commence and continue his term fora 
few weeks without obtaining such certificate.— 
The term of four months must, however, be 
|completed after obtaining such ‘certificate, in 
| order to entitle the district to its share of teach- 
ers’ money. 

It is of great importance to the department, with 











a view to the statistical information to be laid be- 
| fore the legislature and the people, to be accu- 






formation of a more varied and extensive sort| rately apprised of the comparative attendance 
—and if that informaticn comes clothed in al-| upon the schools, on the part of the children resi- 
lurements of a virtuous, or entertainment of an | ding in the district. For this purpose, earnest ef- 
innocent’ character, it is the more welcome on | forts have hitherto been mate to procure from the 
that account. These are mere incidents howev- | ‘Trustees of the several districts, a statement of 
er—when they appear alone, they want that| the length of time each pupil has attended, and 
substantial recommendation which is necessary | the number who have attended for one, two, 
to secure their intreduction into the School Dis- | &e. up to ten and twelve months. But not- 
trict Library. Books designed for amusement | withstanding every practicable facility to com- 
simply—to while away a vacant hour, and be{ municate this very desirable information on the 
forgotten like ephemera—are evidently no wor- | part of teachers and Trustees, the department 
thy occupants of the shelves of such a Library.| has, as yet, found it impossible to procure it 















There is enough which is instr uctive and substan- 
tial to exhaust the public liberality, without 
squandering the well meant beneficence of the 
State in transient and trivial publications which 
amuse to-day, and to-morrow arerubbish. ‘ The 
books, therefore,’ says one of the Superinten- 
dents before quoted, ‘ should be such as will be 
useful among the inhabitants generally. They 
should not be children’s books, or of a juvenile 
character, or light and frivolous tales and ro- 
mances; but works conveying solid information 
which will excite a thirst for knowledge, and 
also gratify it, as far as such a library can.’ ” 
















with any approximation to accuracy. Unwil- 
ling to resort to the harsh measure of depriving 
the districts of their proportion of public mo- 
ney in consequence of this deficiency in their 
annual reports, the Superintendent has hitherto 
listened to every excuse, for the omission to 
comply with this requisition, in the reports made 
the present year. Hereafter it is hoped no 
cause of complaint will be permitted to exist in 
this respect: as the share of public teachers’ 
money will rigidly be withheld where the report 
is not in all respects in accordance with lav, and 
the requisitions of the department in pursuance 
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| 
of law, unless in cases where the most satisfac- 


tury excuse for the omission can be rendered.— 
The teacher should, in all cases, be require: by 
the Trustees to keep the necessary register and 
to furnish it, together with his list at the end of 
each term. 

By the thirteenth section of the new act, it is 
provided that ‘‘ whenever the Trustees of any 
school district shall discover any error ina tax 
list or rate bill made out by them prior tothe ex- 
penditure of the amount therein directed to be 
raised, they may refund any amount improperly 
collected on such tax list or rate bill, and amend 
and correct such tax list or rate bill, in confor- 





mity to law; an: whenever more than one re- | 
newal of a warrant for the collection of any} 
tax list or rate bill, may become necessary in| 
any district, the Trustees may make such fur- : 
ther renewal, with the written approbation of 
the Town Superintendent of the town in which 


necessity; and occasional abuses of the privilege 
so accorded, are productive of less disastrous 
results than a prevailing impression among the 
indigent inhabitants of a district, that their chil- 
dren can partake of the advantages of common 
school education only at a burdensome charge 
to themselves, and bya sacrifice of the ordinary 
necessities and comforts of their families. 





APPEALS TO CO. SUPERINTENDENTS. 

Any inhabitant of a school district conceiving 
himself aggrieved, in consequence of any pro- 
ceeding or decision of any school district meet- 
ing, or of the Town Superintendent, either sepa- 
rately or in conjunction with the Supervisor and 
Town Clerk, relative to the formation or altera- 
tion of any schoo! district, or of the Trustees or 
Librarian, in the discharge of any of the duties 
devolved upon them,or concerning any other mat- 
ter arising under the school law of whatever de- 





the school house of said district shail be located, 
to be endorsed upon such warrant.” These pro- | 
visions preclude the necessity of any application | 
to this department for either of the objects spe- } 
cified in this section: and authorize one renew- 
al of a school district warrant, by the Trustees, 
on their own authority and in their discretion: 
after which the written approbation of the} 
Town Superintendent must be obtained to any} 
subsequent renewal. 

It is strongly recommended to Trustees to ex- 


act of the collector, the bond required to be | Whenever any party to an appeal shall be de- 
given by him, under the 106th section of! sirous of appealing to the Superintendent of 
the school law, whenever any warrant is pla- | Common Schools from the decision of any Coun- 
ced in his hands. This practice will be attend- | ty Superintendent, such party shall,within filteen 
ed with very little trouble: and will secure the! days after service of a copy of’such decision,serve 
district trom all loss, and the Trustees them-! a written notice upon such County Superinten- 
selves from personal liability, in many instan-} dent either personally or by leaving the same at 
ces. It will also secure the prompt collection of | his residence, of his or their intention to appeal 
taxes and rate-bills, and promote system and! from such decision. Such County Superinten- 


regularity in the financial affairs of the district. ' dent shall, within ten days thereafter, transmit 
In their orders to the Town Superinten lent for; to the Superintendent of Common Schools, a 
the payment of public money to teachers em. | 


: é | statement, setting forth all the allegations and 
ployed by them, Trustees will specify that the’ proofs of the respective parties before him, or 
person in whose favor the order is drawn, was: the originals or certified copies of such papers as 
50 employed by them, and was duly qualified ac- | were presented on such appeal, together with a 
cording to law. , copy of his decision thereon, for which he shall 

In the exercise of the power conferred upon: be entitled to receive the sum of one dollar, to 
the Trustees, of exempting indigent inhabitants | be paid by the party appealing, on service of no- 
of their district from the payment of the whole or| tice of his intention to bring said appeal. The 
of portions-of their rate bills,the utmost liberality | respective County Superintendents shall annual- 
compatible with justice to the district, should be ly render a correct account of the money so 
indulged. Nothing can be more at variance with! received by them, verified by their oath, to the 
the benign spirit and intent of the school laws) boards of supervisors of their counties; who, in 
than the compulsory distress and sale of articles! their discretion may deduct the said amount 
of absolute necessity to an indigent family, for | from the postage account of such Superintendent. 
the purpose of satisfying the rate bill for teach- | The final decision of thesuperintendent in the pre- 
ers’ wages. And yet cases of this kind are fre-| mises shall be communicated by the County Su- 
quently brought to the notice of the department. | perintendent to the respective parties, on appli- 
Every reasonable facility should be afforded to | cation by them, or either of them. The bringing 
the children of the poor, for the attainment of of such appeal from the decision of the County 
all the blessings and advantages of elementary ; Superintendent, shall not operate as a stay of 
instruction: and this should never be permitte'! | proceedings,unless such stay shall be specially di- 
to become in any degree burdensome to their| rected by such County Superintendent; in which 
parents. Where any inhabitant of the district | case a copy of the order staying such proceed- 
in inligent circumstances cannot meet the rate | ings shall be served upon the opposite party. 
bill for the payment of the teachers’ wages with. | 


out subjecting himself to serious embarrassment, | 


scription, is now required to bring his appeal, 
in the manner and within the time now prescri- 
bed by the regulations of the department, to the 
County Superintendent, whose decision thereon 
is final, unless appealed from to this department 
within fifteen days after serviceof a copy there- 
of. The following regulations respecting the 
mode of bringing such appeal from the decision of 
the County Superintendent, are hereby prescri- 
bed in pursuance of the authority conferred by 
the seventh section of the late act. 








Commissioners of Common Schools, whose 


or his family to sensible deprivation, he should’! offices are abolished on the first day of June 
promptly and cheerfully be exonerated. A just} next, are hereby directed on or within fifteen 
feeling, of pride may reasonably be expected to' days after that day, to deliver over to the Town 
preclude any from availing themselves of this| Superintendent of their respective towns, all 
excmption, unlese under the pressure of absolute schoo] moneys, papers, vouchers, books and re 
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cords remaining in their possession; and to ren- 
der to such Town Superintendent, as their suc- 
cessor in office, the account required by the 35th 
section, (No. 43,) of the school act. 

The various provisions of the late act have no 
application to any of the cities, villages, or 
towns of the state, where local or special pro- 
visions at Variance with its enactments, relative 
to the organization and management of the Com- 
mon Schools already exist. So much however 
of the act as does not “ impair or affect” any of 
those local and special provisions, is equally im- 
perative upon such cities. villages and towns, 
as upon other portions of the state. Among the 
provisions not in any respect so affecting or im- 
pairing their local organization, are those which 
relate to the application of the library money, 
and the bringing of appeals to the County Su- 
perintendent, and from his decision to that of 
the State Superintendent. 





COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 


By the fourth section of the late act, the Board 
of Supervisors of any county in which there are 
more than one hundred and fifty school districts, 
(including those joint districts, the schoo] houses 
of which are located within the county,) are 
authorized to appoint two county Superinten- 
dents; in which case they are todivide the coun- 
ty into two convenient districts, and to assign a 
Superintendent to each. Each county in the 
state, is however, to have one county Superin- 
tendent, upon penalty of being deprived of its 
share of the public money, unless otherwise di- 
rected by this department. 

There are now but two counties in the state 
in which no county Superintendent has been ap- 
pointed; Lewisand Richmond: and itis earnest- 
ly to be. hoped, that the respective Boards of 
Supervisors of these counties will at their next 
meeting supply this deficiency. All the details 
of the common school system, as at present or- 
ganized, and all the arrangements of the de- 
partment for communicating with the several 
districts; for supplying them with laws, blanks, 
and other requisite information, and for obtain- 
ing the various particulars comprised in the an- 
nual report, depend upon the co-operation of the 
county Superintendents. The omission of a 
single county to comply with the requisitions of 
the law in this respect, effectually deranges the 
accuracy, and materially lessens .the value of 
the various and important tables, estimates and 
Statistics, annually required from the head of 
the department: seriously embarrasses all the 
operations of the system, and exerts a most de- 
leterious effect upon the interests of education. 
Besides, the statutes in this respect is impera- 
tive. It directs the Board of Supervisors of 
each county in the state to appoint this officer; 
and the refusal or neglect to do so, involves a 
palpable violation of a positive law; and strikes 
at the very foundation of social order. The pe- 
nalty superadded by the late act, for such ne- 
glect or omission.will be rigidly exacted, in 
every instance where it may become necessary. 

The appointment of two County Superintend- 
ents wherever the number of districts in any 
county shall exceed one hundred and fifty, is 
strongly recommended. No one person can do 
full justice in the supervision of a greater num- 





ber of schools during the limited periods for 
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which they are annually kept open; and unless 
the supervision is thorough in a!! respects—un- 
less the County Superintendent has .nade him- 
self familiarly and intimately acquainted with 
the resources, administration and capabilities 
of every one of the schools which he visits—un- 
tess he has been enabled to detect and remove 
by judicious counsel and friendly advice, every 
material obstacle to the prosperity and success 
of the school—to develope ail itsadvantages and 
to give to it the means for attaining to an equa- 
lity with those of the highest grade, the great 
object for which his oifice was created, has not 
been accomplished. It is, on every account de- 
sirable that the County Superintendent, should, 
once at least, in every year. and oftener if prac- 
ticable, visit every district within his jurisdic- 
tion, thoroughly inspect its school, satisfacto- 
rily ascertain the qualifications of the teacher. 
and the facilities for instruction at hiscommand, 


the condition of the school house and its appur- « 


tenances, the condition and prospects of the Li- 
brary, the degree of interest manifested towards 
the school on the part of the inhabitants, and all 
those other particulars which go to form the 
character of the school and to determine the 
amount of mental and moral intluence which it 
is to exercise on its inmates. But if, from the 
number of districts which it is made his duty to 
visit, he eannot accomplish this amount of la- 
bor, and at the same time faithfully dischar-e 
the additional obligations devolved upon him by 
the existing law, it is far better that he should 
restrict his visitations to a number to which he 
can do full justice, than that he should nominal- 
ly conform to the strict requirement of his in- 
structions, by making a ilying visit to all the 
districts, without leaving any abiding, perma- 
nent impression of utility upon any. Let what 
is accomplished, be accomplished thoroughly; 
what is done, be well done; and the temporary 
inconvenience which any one or more districts 
may sustain from a failure on the part of the 
County Superintendent to reach them in any 
given period, will be more than counterbalanced 
by the amount of good effected when he does 
appear among them. All embarrassments ari- 
sing from this source, may however, in most ca- 
ses, easily be averte.i by the appointment of two 
Superintendents under the section referred to. 
No stronger or more gratifying evidence can 
be afforded of the approbation with which the 
Legislature regardeil the system of county su- 
pervision as at present established, thanis com- 
prised in the fact of devolving upon the officers 
charged or to be charged with these functions, 
the duty and responsibility of deciding in the 
first instance, upon all appeals now authorized 
to be preferred to this Departinent. Under this 
provision, they are not only vested: with most 
important powers in reference to the settlement 
of the numerous controversies which spring up 
in the several districts, but enabled to exert a 
pervading influence of permanent utility as 
peace-makers, in that extensive elass of eases 
where the paramount interests of education are 
now too frequently sacrificed to the attainment 
of a temporary triumph, or the gratification. of 
a domineering, avaricious or selfish spirit. 
There can be no doubt that the presence and ex- 
planations and friendly counsels of one in whom 
all parties can confide—whoseiategrity is above 
suspicion—who comes to them, not with the dio 
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tatorial assumption of power, but as one deeply 
interested in their welfare and that of their chil- 
dren, and anxious only to restore harmony and 
peice where harmony and peace are indispen- 
sable to the common wellare, will, within the 
compass of a very short period, materially re- 
dnee the number of vexatious, protracted and 
uuprofitable school district controversies and 
dissensions, There will still, however, be lett 
a wide field for the exercise of sound judgment, 
nice discrimination and untiring patience and 
equanimity. 

To qualify themselves for the judicious and 
enlightened discharge of the duties and respon- 
sibilities thus devolved upon them, the County 
Superintendents must first render themselves fa- 
miliar with the various laws relating to Com- 
mon Schools and «ith the published decisions of 
the Department under those laws. In order to 
secure as far as may be possible, perfect uni- 
formity of decision throughout the State, it is re- 
commended to the several County Superintend- 
ents to refer at once to the head of the Depart- 
ment, every question respecting the proper in- 
terpretation of any given statute or principle, 
not clearly apparent or specifically settled by 
the published Decisions. It is of the utmost im- 
portance that the administration of the system 
should be uniform in every section of the State. 
Discordant principles and clashing decisions in 
reference to the same point, must, it is obvious, 
fatally weaken the influence of that admirable 
organization which now prevails, and introduce 
anarchy and confusion in the place of order and 
justice. 

In the settlement and disposition of the vari- 
ous questions which will come up before them, 
the County Superintendents can preserve and 
extend their influence and promote their useful- 
ness, only by a strict impartiality between the 
contending parties, and a calm, temperate, dis- 
passionate, but at the same time, firm and dig- 
nified examination and decision of the points at 
issue. If they err, either in reference to the 
facts or the law, a prompt remedy is afforded by 
an appeal to this Department; but if they have 
imprudently made themselves, either by an 
overweening confidence in their construction of 
the law with reference to the particular facts of 
any given case, or otherwise, parties to the con- 
troversy, they will find it exceedingly difficult to 
regain that influence over the minds and feelings 
of the disappointed, or even of the finally suc- 
cessful party, which is so indispensable to the 
efficient performance of their supervisory duties. 

It will be perceived by the eighth section of 
the new act, that County Superintendents are 
authorized hereafter to grant two classes of 
certificates of qualification to candidates for 
teachers: the one similar to those which they 
are now authorized to grant, and the other of 
the same description with those which Town 
Superintendents may grant: and that the con- 
sentof the Town Superintendent is not requi- 
site to the annullingof either class. This dis- 
cretionary power will enable them to discrimi- 
nate between applicants of different qualifica- 
tions, and at the same time to supply the de- 
mand for legally qualified teachers. A judicious | 
exercise of the discretion thus vested in them, | 
will speedily create a desirable competition | 
among teachers for the higher grade of certifi- | 
cate, which ought never to be granted except to 
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teachers of undoubted ability and qualifications, 
and should ordinarily be reserved until the 
County Superintendent has thoroughly tested 
such ability and qualifications by a visit to the 
school. 

By the tenth section, the State Superintendent 
is authorized, on the recommendation of the 
County Superintendent, or om. such other evi- 
dence as he may deem satisfactory, to grant cer- 
tificates of qualification of the highest grade.— 
This power must of necessity be sparingly ex- 
ercised: and will be reserved as the suitable re- 
ward of thoroughly tested superiority in teach- 
ing. The several County Superintendents are 
hereby directed in their next and each succeed- 
ing annual report to specify the names and dis- 
tinctive qualifications of any number of teach- 
ers not exceeding five within their jurisdictions, 
whom they are willing to recommend as candi- 
dates for such State certificate; having particu- 
lar reference to ability and success in the com- 
munication of mental and moral instruction, aad 
of the power of self-culture and the formation 
of those habits and principles best adapted to 
develop and strengthen the various physical, 
intellectual and moral faculties. 

In the discharge of the various duties imposed 
upon them by the late law, the several County 


| Superintendents will occasionally becalled upon 


to receive and answer letters from inhabitants 


-and otficers of school districts. The expense 


So incurred is made a legal charge on the coun- 
ty; and the respective Boards of Supervisors 
are authorized to audit and allow the same. As 
such allowance, however, is discretionary with 
the Board, the Superintendents will find it ad- 
visable to curtail the expenses which may ac- 
crue from this source within as narrow bounds 
as possible. The facility with which personal 
communication may in most instances be had, 
and especially the opportunity which will be af- 
forded by their periodical visitations of the dis- 
tricts, will obviate to a very great extent the 
necessity for epistolary correspondence. Cases 
will, however, frequently occur where such 
communications may be necessary: and when so 
certified under oath by the County Superinten- 
dent, the requisite amount will doubtless prompt- 
ly be allowed by Boards of Supervisors. 

The power of removal from office vested in 
the Superintendent will, it can scarcely be ne- 
cessary to say, never be exercised unless upon 
the most pressing exigency, and in cases of fla- 
grant neglect, violation or perversion of duty, 
where the action of the appointing power cannot 
be had in season to avert the evil. While the 
Superintendent will, in no case undertake to re- 
view or in any manner to control, by the exer. 
cise of this power, the designation by the respec- 
tive Boards of the individual deemed most suit- 
able to discharge the duties of the office of 
County Superintendent, he will take care that 
the confidence reposed in such individual, is nei- 
ther abused nor betrayed: and especially that 
the great interests of education, and the saluta- 
ry provisions of the legislature for their advance- 
ment are not rendered obnoxious to the people 
in consequence of the incompetency or unfaith- 
fulness of the agent selected to vindicate the 
one and enforce the other. 


UNIFORMITY OF TEXT BOOKS. 
It is believed that the period has now arrived 
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when an earnest and systematic effort should | 
be made, under the auspices of the Town and | 
County Superintendents, to relieve our institu- 
tions of elementary instruction from the serious 
embarrassments resulting from the diversity 
and constantchange of textbooks. The several 
County Superintendents are therefore enjoined 
to avail themselves of the earliest practicable 
opportunity to cause an uniform series of text 
hooks, embracing all the elementary works or- 
dinarily used in the common schools, to be 
adopted in each of the districts subject to their 
supervision, under the direction and with the, 
consent of the Trustees; and when so adopted, 
not to be changed for the term of three years. 
Whenever such uniformity can be extended 
throughout all the districts of the town, and | 


throughout all the towns of the county, it is| 


very desirable that such extension should be 
made; but from the great diversity of views in 
relation to the relative merit of different works, 
the progress of this extension must necessarily 
be slow. 
laid by the attainment of uniformity in the re- 
spective districts, for an ultimate harmony of | 
views and concert of action on a wider theatre. | 





ANNUAL REPORTS OF COUNTY 
SUPERINTENDENTS. 

These reports must be made and transmitted 
to the department, on or before the first day of 
October in each year. They need not be ac- 
companied by copies of the reports of the Com- 
missioners for the present year, or of the Town 
Superintendents hereafter; but the abstract of 
those reports will embrace the eggregate re- 


sults for each town, under each head contained | 


in the printed form, which will be forwarded, 
and its accuracy will be certified by the County 
Superintendent. In each of those counties where , 
there are two County Superintendents, the ab- 
stract, both of the Commissioners or Town 
Superintendents’ reports, and of the statistical 
tables of the County Superintendents, will here 
after be made jointly, and presented in one 
series of tables, conforming to the printed 
blanks. 

In addition to the general views and sug- 
gestions, relative to the condition and pros- 
pects of the schools, which the several County 


Superintendents may think proper te incorporate | 


in their annual report to the department, the 
-interests of education would, it is believed, be 
essentially promoted by the ‘special considera- 
tion, on the part of each of these officers, of 
some one topic connected with the subject of. 
education, to be selected by mutual consultation 
with each other, or assigned by the head of the 
department, as may be most agreeable to 
themselves. By the adoption of this course, &@ | 
continued repetition of the same topics in the | 


annual reports would be avoided, while, at the | 
same time, a mass of valuable, well digested, | 


and systematically arranged information, per- 
taining to the diversified range of educational 
science, would be annually presented. 





There are various other topics to which the: 
Superintendent feels it his duty to advert, in 
connection with the existing laws in relation to 
common schools; but the pressure and variety 
of other public duties preclude their considera- | 


The foundations may, however, he! 
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tion at the present time. He will, however, 
avail himself of each succeeding number of the 
Journal to present his views in reference to 
such subjects as may seem to demand a further 
exposition. 





In conclusion, the Superintendent once more 
earnestly and confidently appeals to the intelli- 
gence, patriotism and virtue of the great mass 


| of the inhabitants of the several school districts, 


to sustain, adorn, improve, and advance our 


/excellent system of elementary public instruc- 


tion. Resting as it does upon their support, in- 

debted to them for all its means of usefulness, 

and dependent for its continue! existence upon 
their discriminating tavor and efficient sanction, 

the practical superiority of its organization, its 
comprehensiveness and simplicity—its abundant 
and unfailing resources—an1 its adaptation to 
the educational wants of every class of com- 
munity, will prove of litt:e avail without the 
inv igorating influences of a sound and enlight- 

ened public sentiment, emanating from and per- 
vading the entire soc ial system. Thenow neg- 
lected and deserted District Sctiool must become 
the central interest of the citizen and the parent, 

| the clergyman. the lawyer, the physician, the 
|merchant, the manufacturer and the agricul- 
|culturist. Each must realize that there, under 
|more or less favoring auspices, as they them- 
selves shall determine, developments are in 
progress which are destined, at no distant day, 
to exert a controling influence over the institu- 
tions, habits, modes of thought and action of 
society in all its complicated phases; and that 
the primary responsibility for the results which 
may be thus worked out, for good or for evil, 
rests with them. By the removal of every 
obstacle to the progressive and harmonious 
action of the system of popular education, so 
carefully organized and amply endowed by the 
state, by a constant, and methodical and intelli- 
gent co-operation with its authorized agents, in 
the elevation and advancement of that system 
‘in allits parts, and especially by an infusion 
into its entire course of discipline and instruc- 
tion of that high moral culture which can alone 
| adequately realize the idea of sound education, 
|results of inconceivable magnitude and import- 
ance to individual, social, and moral well being 
may confidently be anticipated. These results 
can only be attained by an enlightened apprecia- 
tion and judicious cultivation of the means of 
elementary instruction. They demand and will 
amply repay the consecration of the highest in- 
tellectual and moral energies, the most compre- 
hensive benevolence, and the best affections of 
our common nature. 

S. YOUNG, 

| Sup’t Com. Schools. 





OFFICIAL—TO SCHOOL OFFICERS. 





The county superintendents, are directed to call 
the attention of the proper town officers, BY LET- 
| TER TO THE TOWN SUPERVISORS, to the provis- 

lion requiring the appointment of a town superin- 
tendent on the first day of June. It isan impor- 
tant office, and its incumbent should be selected 
with much care. 8. YOUNG, 

Sup’t of Com. Schools. 
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TEACHERS’ INSTITUTE. 





{We take pleasure in laying the following com- 
munication before our readers, and in adding 
our unqualified approbation to that of the De- 
partment, of the plan so intelligent!y devised and 
successfully executed unter the auspices of the 
Tompkins County Superintendent. 

Tompkins now takes its place beside Fulton 
and Orleans in providing these effective means 
for arousing the ambition, and elevating the 
qualifications of the elucators of our youth. 
What has been accomplished in Fulton, by the 
devotion of Mr. Sprague, has been already pub- 
lished, and we hope soon to receive from Mr. 
Reynolds, the able and indefatigable Superin- 
tendent of Orleans, a similar exposition of the 
plan and prospects of the institution recently 
openel under his auspices. We congratulate 
the friends of every good work on these multi- 
plied evidences of the progress of the great 
cause of moral and intellectual education.—Ep. } 


Hon. Samve.t Youne, 
Superintendeut of Common Schools. 


Deeming it the duty of County Superinten- 
dents to originate such plans as may seem to 
them calculated to improve common schools, 
and elevate the standard of popular education. 
and having carrie{ them into execution, to 
lay before your Department the result of their 
operations, I proceed briefly to describe a plan, 
which I believe has been adopted in no county 
but this. On the 2ist day of October last, I 
presented to ‘‘ The Tompkins County Teach- 
ers’ Association,” theu convened at this place, 
a series of resolutions, setting forth the neces- 
sity of united and efficient action on the part of 
teachers to elevate their profession, and the 
standard of common school education; and cal- 
ling on them to establish in this county a Teach- 
ers’ Institute, where all the teachers in the 
county might meet semi-annually, and spend 
from two to four weeks in receiving instruction 
from able and efficient instructors, listening to 
lectures from scientific men—bringing mind in 
contact with mini, in discussing the different 
plans for the improvement of schools, and finally 
to adopt the most approved plans, and with our 
united efforts carry into all the schools in the 
county the best course of instruction and modes 
of teaching, and at once raise them from that 
low state in which they have long been plunged. 
Those resolutions were adopted, establishing 
an institute in this county, to be opened on the 
first Tuesday of April, 1843, and continue a 
term of two weeks. 

In conformity with said resolutions, the In- 
stitute was opened in this village on the fourth 
day of the present month, under the manage- 
ment of the County Superintendent, who had 
employed as instructors, the Hon. Salem Town, 





Rev. David Powell, and James Thompson, Esq. 
instructors of profound erudition and eminent 
ability, than whom more competent men could 
not probably have been selected, whose coun- 
sels and instructions were of the first order, 
and, if followed, calculated to be of great ser- 
vice to the youth of this county, in aiding them 
to ascend the hill of science with delight, and 
drink with pleasure from the crystal founts in 
virtue’s paths of peace. About one hundred 
teachers were in attendance, (of whom up- 
wards of sixty were females,) whose scholastic 
attainments, general intelligence, upright de- 
portment, and love of knowledge and virtue, as 
a class, add lustre to their names, and reflect 
honor on the profession. Indeed, it may be 
questioned whether in any county of the Union, 
were ever before congregated one hundred of 
its youthful citizens, who possessed so great an 
amount of general intelligence, such a thirst for 
knowledge, and withal so strong a love of 
virtue. With very few exceptions, the class 
paid strict attention to the instructions given in 
the Institute, and appeared much pleased and 
profited thereby. Such was the character of 
the class, that we were inclined to believe that 
the poorer teachers in the county feared to ven- 
ture in an atmosphere so pure and elevated. 
During the two weeks, instructions were 
daily given in the branches usually taught in 
commpn schools, the analysis of the English 
Innguage and vocal music, the different courses 
of instruction, and modes of teaching were dis- 
cussed; teachers compared their own views and 
experience, mingled and commingled together, 
until one feeling of good will toward all men, 
and anxiety to promote the welfare of the rising 


generation, appeared to pervade the whole — 


class. The Institute was visited daily by scien- 
tific men and devoted friends of popular educa- 
tion from this and other towns, by whom short 
and appropriate addresses were frequently 
made. Atthe close of the term, addresses were 


made by Judge Malbridge, Hon. Levi Hubbell,. 


and the instructors of the Institute, and an able 
sermon preached by the Rev. John C. F. Hoes, 
from the text, ‘‘ Train up a child in the way he 
should go, and when he is old he will not de- 
part from it.” 

From the great ability and devotedness of the 
instruction, and the interest and attention of 
the class, I am fully satisfied that much has 
been done toward effecting uniformity of action 
on the part of teachers, and elevating the pro- 
fession of teaching, and the standard of com. 
mon school instruction in this county. The 
plan is easy and practical; the instructors, who 
labor more for the public good than for money, 
are paid by the teachers, whose expenses are 
trifling. Those who visited the Institute speak 
in the highest terms of its utility, and with per. 
fect confidence in the successful operations of 
the plan. I present it to your Department for 
consideration, hoping that it may meet with 
your approbation, and be, by you, presented to 
the public through the medium of the District 
School Journal, and in such other ways as your 
honor may deem expedient. 

I have the satisfaction, sir, of subscribing my- 
self, respectfully yours, 

J.8. DENMAN, 


County Sup’t. 


Ithaca, April 25, 1843. 
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TOMPKINS CO. TEACHERS’ INSTITUTE. 


The undersigned, citizens of Ithaca, in the 
county of Tompkins, having visited the ‘‘ Teach- 
ers’ Institute,” during its recent session of two 
weeks in this place, and having, many of us, 
attended the exanination at its close, take 
pleasure in certifying our favorable opinion of 
the objects designed to be accomplished by its 
organization, and of the successful result of its 
labors. 

One hundred common school teachers were 
in attendanoe during the term, including upwards 
of sixty females. The business of instruction 
was conducted by Mr. J. S. Denman, the effi- 
cient Deputy Superintendent of Tompkins coun- 
ty, aided by the Hon. Salem Town, and the Rev. 
David Powell, all practical and experienced 
teachers. 

Mr. Town, as the author of the Analysis and 
other works on education, is favorably known to 
the public; and his services, as well as those of 
Mr. Powell, must be regarded as a valuable ac- 
quisition on the occasion. 

The undersigned, however, bear cheerful tes- 
timony to the many evidences of attention, assi- 
duity and general intelligence exhibited by the 
several members of the Institute. The coming 
together of so large a number of those who de- 
sign to engage in the business of teaching,—the 
mingling and collision of minds,—the exchang- 
ing of ideas,—the communication of knowledge, 
—the hearing of lectures, and the engaging in 
arguments and discussions. could not fail to 
elicit an important mass of facts, and to produce 
an increased state of cultivation; and it is 
gatifying to believe that these opportunities 
have heen well and faithfully improved. 

The practical and easy experiment which has 
been so successfully made in the present in- 
stance, we are persuaded will be hereafter re- 
peated;—and we confidently recommend the 
subject to the consideration of our fellow-citi- 
zens in other counties, believing that no expe- 
dient has hitherto been tried, so well calculated 
to elevate the character and qualifications of 
teachers, and to improve the condition of the 
common schools of the state. 

Charles Humphrey, Levi Hubbell, 
David D. Spencer, and 15 others. 
Dated Ithaca, April 19th, 1843. 





THE MATTEAWAN DISTRICT. 





‘In giving publicity to the annexed statement, 
which we very cheerfully do, we desire to ac- 
company it with the single remark, that the tes- 
timony taken by the Deputy Superintendent, 
(Dr. Baxter,) and one of the Commissioners of 
Common Schools of Fishkill, (Mr. Dubois,) on 
the investigation instituted under the direction 
of the Department, amply and fully justifies the 
statements, in reference to the condition of the 
school house in this district, contained in our 
April number. and in the report of Mr. Hut- 
BuRD. That testimony will be transmitted for 
publication in the local papers, that the inhab- 
itants interested may not only see the force and 
strength of the case presented to the Depart- 





ment, but be aware of the contradictory and in- 
consistent statements, subsequently madc in 
some instances, by officers and inhabitants of 
the district. If any injustice has been done to 
the district, no one can more sincerely regret 
the fact, than the Superintendent himself: but 
from the testimony now before him, resulting 
from what at least was intended and designed to 
be an open and public investigation by the high. 
est local authority, and in the absence of any 
conflicting statements, a due regard to official 
obligations as well as to an enlightened public 
sentiment, demanded the exposition which was 
made. 

Having now given the opposing statements, 
we must remit the further prosecution of this 
controversy to the local press. Should the mat. 
ter undergo a further investigation on the part 
of the Department, the results will be given to 
our readers.—[ Ed. D. S. Journal, 

TO THE PUBLIC. 

The subscribers, inhabitants of Matteawan, 
deeply interested in the support and maintain. 
ance of the school. knewn as District School 
No. 33, have seen with pain and regret. a re- 
port by the Superintendent of Common Schools 
of this State, reflecting upon the inhabitants of 
said District generally, and the Matteawan Com- 
pany in particular, in a manner and foneof feel- 
ing, which we believe to be without any just 
foundation, and we hope, elicited by informa- 
tion which was not sufficiently scrutinized.— 
We did suppose that our reputation for sincere, 
honest and persevering efforts, not only on the 
part of the inhabitants generally, but of the 
Company alluded to in maintaining and support- 
ing this school, was tco well established to need 
any corrobatory testimony, and to any such 
charge, we might say slander, emanating among 
us. We should have deemed a reply unnecessa- 
ry, but when the same is sanctioned by such 
high authority as the Hon. Secretary of State 
and Superintendent of Common Schools—the 
charge assumes a character, and one that de- 
mands our most serious attention. If the charg- 
es are true in all their spirit, then we deserve 
the most marked reprehension; but if not true, 
then we desire an exculpation as full, and from 
an authority as high as the source from which 
it springs—the Hon. Secretary of State. 

How far we may be worthy of blame, may 
best be judged from the following facts and affi- 
davits, in relation to the rise and progress of 
the school—and leave it to those who know the 
facts, whether as set forth by the Secretary of 
State, ‘‘ this soulless Corporation of Matteawan 
company—have prepared in a cellar, a room 
over a Frog pool, which is fraught with the 
deadly malaria of the grave, and carrying dis- 
ease and death among the inhabitants,” &c., &c. 

The school-room alluded to is a part of the 
basement of the Presbyterian church. The 
edifice is located on high and dry ground, and 
the foundation laid in dry sandy soil. The oth- 
er part of the basement is, and has always been 
used hy the congregation for their weekly eve- 
ning exercises, and the school-room is of the 
same kind as is used by many of the Public 
Primary Schools in the city of New-York. We 
betieve there was no complaint of the school- 
room, or any fault found with it, (and to this 
we challenge proof,) until after an application 
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fur, and a refusal, to have the use of the room 
for political purposes—which refusal was to 
both of the political parties of the day. After 
such refusal, reports were industriously circula- 
ted that the walls were dainp. As soon as this 
became known to the trustees of the church, 
they caused the walls to be furred off, and the 
complaints ceased. Unconscious of wrong, we 
fee! most sensitively, the unfairness of this 
charge, more especially when we consider that 
it was done without giving us an opportunity to 


reply—or even of knowing that such charges were , 
to be preferred. These same charges have been ' 
most industriously circulated throug! the State, | 


and published to the world, as though the pro- 
pagators of this report gloried in what would 
be, if true, our country’s shame. 
John ‘Sillott, Wm. A. Browning, 
Wim. Robinson, and numerous others. 


To the Supt. Com. Schools of the State of N. Y. 
Sirn—Whereas a most unwarrantable and un- 


called for charge has been mae in a report! 
made to the Legislature of this State, in which ' 
the inhabitants of this School District, and par- 


ticularly the Matteawan Company, have been 
unjustly assailed, we, the present trustees of 
School District No. 33, in the,town of Fishkill, 
beg leave to state a few facts in relation to the 
rooms occupied by the school. For eight years 
past, we have been acquainted with the situa- 
tion of the rooms, and for the past four or five 
months have often visited them as Trustees.— 
During that time, large accessions have been 
made to the school, which led us to the conclu- 
sion that larger and differently constructed rooms 
were very desirable. Not the least complaint 
has been made to us against the rooms from any 
of the inhabitants of the district since we have 
been Trustees; and one of us has been in of- 
fice during the past fifteen months, and we are 
not aware that any of the inhabitants had any 
repugnance to sending their children to school, 
from the fact that the rooms are almost constant- 
ly filled, and that we have from ten to twelve 


scholars from the neighboring districts, and | 


some of them residing within a short distance 
of a large two story school house. 

We have in this district, which is now com. 
posed of districts No. 11 and No. 35, 411 chil- 
dren between the ages of 5 and 16: of this 
number 172 have attended the District School, 
95 have attended private schools, and about 100 
have been employed in and about the Factories. 
On the Mountain. (formerly District No. 35, 
now added to this,) are about 30 scholars. who 
attend school at certain seasons of the year, at 
which time the district open aschool ina suit- 
able room, erected for the purpose by private ex- 
penditure, which will accomodate about 60 schol- 


ars. This District has raised this spring between | 


48 and 50 dollars, to pay the schooling of poor 
children. The business of the schools is car- 
ried on wholly independent of the Matteawan 
Company. They never attend the meetings, or 
attempt to dictate in any way; neither are they 
consulted or spoken to about the business of the 
District, except when our Collector calls for the 
tax levied by the district for contingent expen- 
ses, and to pay school bills of the poor, &c. 
their portion of which amounted this spring to 
$99.16. PHILANDER COPELAND, ? 

BENJAMIN W. BEACH, 


¢ Trustees. jae. 


P.S. They would further add, that an investi- 
gation is now going on by an indignant and injur- 
ed people, which will in a few days give to the de- 
partment a refutation of this uncalled for attack. 

Matteawan, March 31, 1843. 


A NOBLE EXAMPLE. 
{For the District School Journal.} 


Mr. Dwicut—I send you for publication in 
your Journal, an extract from a letter dated at 
Paris, Indiana, on the 11th inst., from a lady 
whom I have known from my youth, and who 
‘has resided many years in the State of Indiana. 
She is now more than seventy years old; and it 
is within my personal knowledge, that from the 
| time she was fifteen years of age, until within 

two or three years since, the greater part of her 
time has been employed in teaching a common 
‘school. It is certain she has beena school teacher 
‘for more than half a century. She says: 
** When I was young, | ardently desired that 
'T might be of some use to the world, and might 
not live in vain: and in one respect, God has 
granted my reqrest. I have done much for 
children. I question if there is a woman in the 
United States who has devoted a long life more 
exclusively to childrenthanI have. You know 
my labors with them and for them, from the 
time T was fourteen years old till I came here. 
In this country I have instructed thousands. I 
'made it my business to teach them virtue and 
|morality, and endeavored to enforce my pre- 
| cepts by example. To this, all my scholars can 
| bear testimony. I also inculcated kindness, be- 
| nevolence and humanity, and endeavored to con- 
| vince them of the deformity of vice and its cer- 
| tain consequences—the beauty of virtue and its 
| bright reward—and God has blest my labor of 
‘love. Atthts day, I cannot reckon one among my 
‘scholars, who may be said to be vicious. Ought 
I not to be satisfied with what Heaven has pla- 
| ced within my reach to do?” 
In view of the results of the labors and expe- 
‘rience of this lady, and of the lasting benefits 
| that have accrued to the hearts and morals of 


: ** thousands” on whom her “labors of love” 
| have been bestowed, who will say that the se- 
lection of suitable teachers of our common 
schools is not a matter of the highest impor- 
,tance? Who can fail to perceive that the cha- 
| racter of the nation and the happiness and pros- 
perity of future generations greatly depend up- 
on the ability, virtue, and faithful discharge of 
the duties of the instructors of children? And 
who among us, however elevated their position 
in society may have been regarded, have ren- 
dered more real service to the community, than 
this lady in the humble vocation of teaching a 
, district school? Let the youmg teacher ‘‘ go amd 
do li.sewise.” Yours respectfully, 
JABEZ D. HAMMOND. 
Cherry-Valley, May 1, 1843. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Various communications of much interest, 
have been necessarily postponed, to make room 
for the important Exposition of the new School 
Act. ‘*T” will find in the January No. the in- 
formation he asks in reference to plans for rural 
district school houses. Wiil he forward his ad- 
dress to the Editor ? 


‘ TERMS—Fifty cents per annum. 
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